[image: image1.emf]Trabajando por Todos

L

a

A

s

o

c

i

a

c

i

ó nd e  L as L o m a s  d e

 

C

a

t

a

r

a

t

a

s



Activity and Progress Report
-
Report no 01
07/10/2011

First I would like to thank all who participated and helped with regards to the meeting on the 26th of September and throughout the activities on October 1 and 2.  We are pleased to see a growing amount of support from our Talamanca neighbors but understand as well that we have a long way to go.

When we started focusing a few months ago on the developing progress of the Kekoldi case we solicited help from the Municipality, IDA, and even the President of the Republic.  In these previous months before the sentence ruling by the court all of us were basically waiting to see what would happen.

We now face the reality that it is very likely that many of our friends and neighbors will be approached in the future and offered a settlement to leave their properties.  We would like to be very clear with all of you – The legal process of expropriation allows for the owners of these properties to NEGOTIATE as to the amount to be paid - for you to leave your property – to be clear – YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE AN OFFER AND NEGOTIATE FOR A BETTER ONE.

As well, we should inform you that the goal of our efforts is to The goal here is to have the decrees reversed and / or eliminated and therefore eliminating the reserva claim over our lands thus giving us all a chance to continue living on and working our farms and then for some of us even titling our properties in the future. This is the right of any property owner in the country and we ask for nothing less than equal rights to our holdings.".
On October 3, 2011 a group of 6 property owners went to San Jose to sign the appeal on behalf of all affected in order to stall and therefore question the legality and constitutionality of the Kekoldi case that would affect some 500 plus property owners.  We are hopeful that this appeal will be accepted and then reviewed carefully – This appeal basically forces the Kekoldi legal representatives to disprove our allegations against the unconstitutionality of the action to begin with.  This is our first step.
Regardless of the outcome we cannot just stand by at this time – we must continue to plan our strategy in order to be ready for whatever next step must be taken.

While we have been able to collect funds over the past 30 days to help with our administrative and legal costs, we are still behind.  Our idea is to continue to build up a reserve of funds available to complete IMMEDIATELY whatever action is necessary as this case unfolds – We cannot continue to repeatedly look for funds that we already owe.  It is for this reason that we ask any and all property owners that are affected by this case to donate as much as ¢20,000 per month.  While I agree that this is a lot of money to come up with every month on top of one’s regular expenses just to live, I want to put this into perspective for you.  The work that has been done thus far, as well as the expenses for advertising, transportation, logistics, and legal fees has so far been in excess of ¢2,200,000. As a property owner affected by this case I ask you this:  Would you rather pay this entire amount as an individual and then continue with what could be as much as ¢3,000,000 per month or more as we take this to court? Or would you rather split this among AS MANY AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS AS POSSIBLE. Well, I already know the answer – so, having said this – our monthly quota for each property owner is now ¢20,000. The last quota was due on the last Sunday of September – and then so the next monthly quota will be due on the last Sunday of October – the 30th.  For those of you who have paid – we thank you – for those of you who have not made any contributions thus far we ask that you make the monthly quota for September 26th and then again every last Sunday of every month – this to correspond with our monthly meetings and activity day ALSO to be held on the last Sunday of every month.
Our monthly meetings will consist of updates of our case, financial reports, future actions to be discussed and approved, as well as an open Feria for all members, food and drink available all to help fund the cause, along with a social experience for all of our members to mix and get to know each other.

For those of you who live in the area of the Cocles Coastal expansion I would like to remind you that this appeal MAY HAVE ALSO benefited your group as well – this to be seen as your case unfolds. So although you may not be continuing with our group as there MAY be in the future a conflict of interest with respect to further actions, it would NOT be unreasonable to ask that as far as the appeal goes that a contribution is warranted provided that our appeal DID have a positive effect on your potential case.

We ask that all participants be present at 12:00 mid day as the meeting will start PROMPTLY at 1:00pm – OCTOBER 30TH, THE LAST SUNDAY OF THIS MONTH – LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED.

For this ¢20,000 per month quota each member will receive the following attention:

A. The papers and documentation for your property will be entered into the data base for any future developments in this lawsuit and therefore will be on file with our legal representative in order for him to represent any and all at any time as it becomes necessary.

B. You will receive updates and personal invitations to all meetings and activities to be held in the future 

C. You will be able to submit specific questions if pertinent to the situation and we will forward them to the legal representative so that you will be answered – this will be in the way of a public forum so that all can benefit.

D. You will have direct access to our legal representative should you in the future decide to make a case independently on your behalf

E. Access to a new web site soon to be on line where all documentation can be downloaded by paying members including laws, maps, and more.
F. The availability for you to be involved in any and all activities and to have a preferred spot to sell your agricultural products at our soon to be monthly ferias.
G. Our continued dedication to this project as it progresses.
Now I would like to make a statement on behalf of the board of directors:

Throughout the past months our board of directors has had many meetings in order to plan events, meetings, strategies, etc.  We have to make decisions that affect many and in most cases we bring this to our members so that we can act according to what the majority wants.  In most cases we cannot please all of the people all of the time. While most of you have attended 2 or 3 meetings over the past 2 months and the activity that we had the 1st and 2nd of October  - you need to be aware that as your board of directors we have been meeting as many as 3 times per week in order to put together what we have accomplished thus far.

Many have approached us after meetings, during our events, and after – and they all want to tell us what we SHOULD have done or how what we did was wrong or could have been done better. 
To those people I say this:

You come to us after a meeting or event to tell us what we should have done?  Where were you before the meeting or event?  Where were you when we were looking for donations of money, time, suggestions, and products in order to accomplish our goals?  Where were you when we needed support, ideas, or volunteers?  
To those of you standing on the side lines simply letting over 100 of your neighbors and friends do all of the work: 

We encourage you to get involved.  So many people affected with so many great ideas need to come together to better our chances of effectively fighting this problem.  As an ACTIVE supporter it would make it much easier for us to accept and possibly implement any ideas you may have. This is much easier than hearing about should’s, could’s, and would have’s, from non-active by-standers or neighbors.

If you feel strongly enough about how things are handled then get involved and become part of the team so that then you will have earned the right to have a voice and opinion.

A PEOPLE UNITED WILL NOT BE DEFEATED!
laslomas@puertoviejo.net
(+506) 8646-8184
Talamanca – Costa Rica
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